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CAS  1806-26-4 
 
Substance name 4-octylphenol 

 
Toxicity 
 
4-octylphenol has been classified as a Category 1 endocrine disruptor by the European Union.1  Rats 
exposed to 4-octylphenol during gestation and for three weeks after birth had decreased testicular size 
and decreased sperm production as adults when compared to unexposed control animals.2  Several in 
vitro assays suggest indicate that 4-octylphenol has estrogenic activity.3,4   
 
Exposure  
 
A Dutch study of plastics in children’s products found 4-octylphenol in 2 out of 48 polyvinyl chloride 
plastics.5  
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